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The challenges many countries face
1. AMR driven by uncontrolled veterinary antimicrobial use - without effective regulation, antimicrobials reach the market unevaluated and unmonitored.
1. Substandard and falsified veterinary products circulating unchecked, putting animal health, food safety and public health at risk.
1. Chronic shortages of essential veterinary medicines caused by fragmented, bureaucratic registration pathways.
1. Inability to access vaccines and treatments quickly during disease emergencies due to the absence of emergency authorisation routes.
1. Harmful residues in food of animal origin threatening consumer health and closing export markets.
1. Insufficient workforce and institutional capacity to regulate effectively - and no structured way to assess the gaps or make the case for investment.
What the VMRA-SAT does about it
The VMRA-SAT is a voluntary self-assessment tool that helps countries evaluate and improve their veterinary medicines regulatory systems across eight core functions - from registration and pharmacovigilance to market surveillance and laboratory testing. It provides a structured pathway from initial capability to advanced performance, identifying both strengths and gaps. Developed in collaboration with a number of regulators as well as WOAH, WHO and FAO. Modelled on the WHO Global Benchmarking Tool, it complements the PVS Pathway and VLSP.
What has it shown?
Piloted or being piloted in a number of countries across four WOAH regions (Africa, Americas, Asia-Pacific, Europe). Countries report it provides a clear, actionable improvement plan and helps make the evidence-based case for investment in regulatory capacity. Comparable maturity assessments enable mutual reliance, regional harmonisation and targeted donor investment.
What is being asked of Delegates?
1. May 2026 (93rd General Session): Register to attend the side event to learn about the tool. Side event will be held on Tuesday 19 May 2026.
1. May 2027 (94th General Session): Support a resolution to adopt the VMRA-SAT as an official WOAH tool.
Key facts
1. Self-assessment, not external audit. Results stay with the country.
1. Voluntary - adoption does not make the tool mandatory.
1. Two versions: comprehensive desktop tool and simpler web-based preliminary tool.
1. Directly supports WOAH priorities on AMR, SFVPs and regulatory systems strengthening.
1. Aligns with the Global Action Plan on AMR and the 2024 UN Political Declaration on AMR.
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